AMERICANS   ALL
While including their superstitions (which lurk only
in backwashes), along with the admirable qualities of
what is by and large one of the finest groups of citi-
zens in America, I am quite aware that practices
and superstitions equally unpretty may be found among
Yankee farmers in parts of New England, among
Welsh miners occasionally in West Virginia, among
whites as well as Negroes in the deep South—in short,
among groups in which neither German origin nor any
other foreign-language origin has any bearing on the
picture. My own blood is partly Pennsylvania Dutch,
and I am not wishing to be guilty of scandalizing my
own people.
Having been born down across the line in West-
minster, Maryland, and remembering that the Germans
had spilled down in great numbers over the near-by
Pennsylvania border—Carroll County was full of them
in my childhood, and still is—I thought I'd go down
into Maryland and have a look at it. I remembered
also that a distinguished German American named
Henry L. Mencken still lived in a once German city
To discover a witch draw a picture of the suspect, load your gun
with a dime, and shoot at the picture. The spot where you hit the
picture will correspond to the mark to be found on the body of the
witch.
The witches will appear if you put seven new needles and some
urine of a child into a bottle, and then put the bottle under lock
and key.
Hang the vagina of a cow in the horse stable to keep out witches.
If you lay a bewitched gun in a creek the witch can't urinate
until she comes to you for forgiveness.
Load the gun with a silver bullet.
Shoot at a witch, if you wish to hit her, either with a bullet
made from crooked dimes or coins which have been pierced,
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